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The Stone of Foundation
Within this talk you will find reference to the “Stone of Foundation™.
The Stone of Foundation constitutes one of the most important of all the
symbols of Freemasonry
In Masonry it is a symbol of the higher degrees, making its first appearance in
Royal Arch Masonry. It is, however, intimately connected with zhe
construction of Solomon’s Temple, in its legendry history, and hence of
importance in the first three Degrees. It must be kept in mind <!so trat this
Stone of Foundation in Masonry is to be taken strictly in.a mythical ana
allegorical sense, and not as historical record. According<o viasoni< egond,
the Stone of Foundation was placed at one time within the foundation of the
Temple of Solomon, and afterward, during the-vmlding <f ‘he Second
Temple, transported to the Holy of Holies. I#"was'in form a.oeifect cube, and
had inscribed upon its upper face, within a triangle; tha-‘neffable Name of
God. Masonic tradition further has ). that this. "Stone of Foundation," on
which the sacred name was mystically eiiea ved, was placed by Solomon,
with solemn rites, in the sacred depositerv of Dan and Asher on Mt. Moriah,
at the centre of the MocvHoly Place;
The legend which claims thed Cnoch made a triangular plate of gold,
triangular in“fon and with “he Ineffable Name engraved which was placed
upon a.stcne in cubic iarm :nd placed in an underground temple on Mt.
Moriai. is popular.ACcording to this legend, this Stone of Foundation was
discyered by €olomon in the excavations on Mt. Moriah for the building of
tn Temple. Fur the Mason who has advanced through the Royal Arch
Degree, and on into higher degrees, these legends and the symbolic
deductions are of great moment. The foundation Stone of the earth. called

"corner-stone," laid by God... — ( Job 38:4-7 )
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as to the more strictly historical details of his eventful career. Within
the traditions of the Royal Arch, and some other degrees. Zerubbabel
is no less closely connected with this Order, than is Solomon with
those of Symbolic or Ancient Craft Masonry.

To understand those traditions properly. they must be placed in their
appropriate place in the life of him who plays so important a pzrt-in
them. Some of these legends have the support of the Scriptures..and
some appear to have no historical foundation. I cannot such for the
authenticity of either, but: they must be told, to make the Masonic lii=
of the builder of the second Temple complete.

Zerubbabel, who, in the Book of Ezra, is-ca'led Shechbazzar, the
Prince of Judah, was the grandson of King Jekoiachim, who had been
deposed by Nebuchadnezzar, and takeh/as a captive'to Babylon. He
was born in the city of Babel, bet:er iziown as Ravylon in about 566
BCE. His father, Shealatiel, wzs theson ef Johoiachim: although the
Book of Chronicles says his (ather waz-Pcaaiah.

To explain this I must point out Shealatiel and Pedaiah were half-
brothers. After Siexlatiel dieG, Pedaiah married his widow and the
offspring of ti’e union of Pédaiah and the widow of Shealatiel was
possibly Ze'ubbabel. Zerubbabel would then be regarded as the legal
heir {i.e, »on) of Shealitiel even though his genetic father was
Pedaiah. Ail this ‘vas in sync with the custom of levirate marriage
described. itvDeéntéronomy 25:5-10.

There is n'record that I can find of who his mother was but it is likely
to be Shealatiel’s first wife Hachalya.
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THE JOURNEY HOME
As soon as the Decree of Cyrus had been circulated to his Jewish
subjects, around 538BCE, the Tribes of Judah and Benjamin, with the
Priests and Levites, gathered at Babylon, and prepared for their return
to Jerusalem, for the express purpose of rebuilding the Temple.
Zerubbabel would have been about 28 years of age. It was one of th?
most extraordinary acts in international history.
Because of his ancestry, remember he was the grandsor. of/King
Joachim. he was given regal authority, and also the cciiand and
control of the returning captives was conferred on him hv Cyrus, who,
according to a Masonic tradition, presented him with ti.25word whicn
Nebuchadnezzar had received from his grandfatbar, fenoiachim.
A few members from the other Tribes, whoseiove of theircountry and
its ancient worship had not been eradica'ed by the “uxuries of the
Babylonian court, united with the filiowers ¢i)ZzZcrubbabel, and
accompanied him to Jerusalem, altliougli many reniained in Babylon.
Only forty-two thousand three huadied and sisty Israelites, exclusive
of servants and slaves. accompanied. Zembbabel. From these he
selected seven thousands-a1'the most courageous, whom he placed as
an advanced guard z¢ ti.e :cad of th= p:ople.
Cyrus also restorea <. the Jews the greater part of the sacred vessels of
the Temple wiiich had been(curried away by Nebuchadnezzar. Five
thousand ard ‘four hundired were received by Zerubbabel, the
remainde: being bronght back, many years later, by Ezra.
Their progress hamev/ard, (the Promised Land) was not altogether free
from danger:
Tradition intorms us that at the river Euphrates they were opposed by
the Assyriziis, who, driven by the temptation of the vast amount of
golden vessels which they were carrying, became very confrontational,
and, despite the objection of the Jews, and the Edict of Cyrus, disputed
their rite of passage. Zerubbabel, however, repulsed the enemy with
6
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Having decided upon the site, it was necessary to clear the remnants of
the old Temple, which still covered it, thus preventing the workmen
from making a start on the foundations of the new Temple. It was
during this operation that an important discovery was made by three
Sojourners, (today we would call them *travellers”) who had not
originally accompanied Zerubbabel, but who had remained longer in
Babylon, following their countrymen later on, and had arrived-at
Jerusalem just in time to assist in the removal of the debris.

During their labours, the three Sojourners allegedly discovered that
Stone of Foundation, so intimately connected withitlie bist¢cry of
Freemasonry and to which
vie \, have,. previously
reférred. They are
believed “by a Masonic
traditicii to have been
Esdras, Zachariah, and
Nehemiah, the three holy
men, who, for refusing to
worship the golden image,

E S8 FXIRFIVVV VRIS S LI ¢ UV S

. - had been thrown by
Model of Herod's Temple (a¥anovatiorretthy & !
Second Temple) in'e Israel Museum.(t i unknown Nebuchadnezzar into a

what the Second Tumpie looked |\ke before this major

fiery furnace, from which
renovation

they emerged uninjured.
In the Craldeandar‘enage, they were known by the names of Shadrach,
teshach, and 2 bednego.

It was inw¢xcavating into some of the subterranean vaults, that the

Masonic “Stone of Foundation”, and other important mysteries

connected with it, were discovered by the three fortunate Sojourners,

and presented by them to Zerubbabel and his companions Joshua and
8
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500 years later when Jesus entered the temple. Zerubbabel's temple
was not as outwardly impressive as Solomon’s, but it had a greater
glory: the Messiah Himself walked the courts of the temple
Zerubbabel helped build.

According to the Tanach, (the Jewish scriptures which consist of three
divisions - the Torah and the Prophets and the Writings), the first
Temple had been approximately 180 feet long, 90 feet wida and 50
feet high. Massive amounts of cedar wood imported fom the
kingdom of Tyre were used in its construction. King Solamon also had
enormous blocks of fine stone quarried and hauled “t<” Jerisaiem,
where they served as the foundation of the Temnie. Pure gold was
used as an overlay in some parts of the Temple:

As in the building of the first Temple, so in this, the pecple of Tyre
and Sidon were engaged to supply .the diraber from “ihe Forests of
Lebanon, and to transport it by sea'to Joppa. - Jappa is modern day
Jaffa — a town of some 60000 syrronided by 101" Aviv. Scarcely had
they started on the Temple. when they ‘were interrupted by the
Samaritans, who asked *o. ve permitted ‘to unite with them in the
construction of the Tenipic. But tho Jews, who looked upon them as
idolaters, refused to a<cept their services.

As a consequence the Samaritans became their bitter enemies, and so
prevailed, "y ‘misrepresentations, with the ministers of Cyrus, as to
caus¢ them to put obstacles in the way of the construction of the
Tempiz and, so seriously impede its progress for several years. Such
wus the Gifficnity and danger in which the work was carried out during
this period that the workmen were compelled to labour with the trowel
in one hand and the sword in the other. To commemorate these
admirable Craftsmen, who were thus ready, either to fight or to labour

10
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Zerubbabel, having explained to Darius the reason for his visit,
pleaded with him to use his authority for the protection of the Israelites
engaged in the restoration of the Temple. The King promised to grant
his requests, provided he would reveal to him the secrets of
Freemasonry. This Zerubbabel refused to do. He declined the favour
of the monarch at the expense of his relationship, and expressed_ his
willingness rather to suffer death or exile, than to go against his savred
obligation as a Freemason.

This firmness and commitment only served to raise/ni‘.2narazre; stii
higher in the estimation of Darius, who seems t= have been endewed
with many noble qualities both of heart and mina:

The King instructed him to ask for somithing overend-above what he
had already promised.

Zerubbabel called upon the monarch te-fintii.the vow that he had made
in his youth, to rebuild the\Temple, ana restore the vessels that had
been taken away by Nebushiadnezzor.

The King granmd his request and promised him sufficient protection in
the future builaing work. and sent him home to Jerusalem laden with
honouss, angunder thesafe conduct of an escort.

Aithcugh oc¢easionally annoyed by their opponents, the builders met
with no, serious obstruction. and finally, in 515 BCE, twenty years
after its coimmencement the Temple was completed; the capstone
celebrated and the building solemnly dedicated to Jehovah with great

joy.

12
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Research information was obtained from.

Worcestershire Masonic Library and Museum

QY

Zerubbabel.org — The Intercessor Q

Smith’s Bible Dictionary

Bible Prophecy @@6 é&

The Book of Haggai @ Q
The Book of Nehemiah ’\& ,&Q

Net Bible Qéo (Q
The Book of Kings &@ @0

Inter Varsity Press @6 &6

New World Encyclopa%f\(/

Masonic Diction. 06

Complete Qgceneal @

Geni {a@ @Qx
1 amc‘@‘on Line
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(/O s aMher numerous literary and anecdotal sources.
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